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Railfan Excursions 


Sept. 2-5 — Grand Canyon trip 
via Santa Fe Railway via Cali- 
fornia cut-off and Peavine during 
daylight hours, returning main 
line all the way. Full day at Grand 
Canyon. 


Central Coast Railway Club P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 


Sept. 24-25 — Reno trip going 
via WP’s Feather River Route 
with side trip over Quincy Rail- 
road and returning via SP’s Don- 
ner Pass. Overnight in Reno ho- 
tels. Train fare $25.50 roundtrip. 

Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society — Don 
Thrall, 610 Arlington, Berkeley, Calif. 


Oct. 1-2 — Two identical tours 
on Saturday and Sunday on Har- 
bor tour boat of former railroad 
ferry routes on San Francisco Bay. 
(Note change in date). Operated 
for benefit of Maritime Museum. 
Fare $6.00, couples $10.00. Leave 
Fisherman’s Wharf at 9:00 a.m. 
both days. Reservations essential 
from Pacific Coast Chapter, R& 
LHS (see above). 

Oct. 7-23 — Central America 
railroad tour. R&LHS (see above). 

Oct. 28-30 — San Simeon tour 
leaving Friday night on SP Del 
Monte, hotel in Monterey, bus 
Saturday down coast to Hearst 
Castle for tour, return to Monter- 
ey Saturday night, return on Del 
Monte or Daylight. Fare $17.00 
from Pacific Coast Chapter, R& 
LHS (see above). 
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Nov. 11-12 — SP-Yreka West- 
ern trip, leave Friday night on 
SP, Saturday on Yreka Western, 
return Saturday evening on Shas- 
ta Daylight. 


California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society — Arthur Lloyd Jr., 974 Pleas- 


ant Hill Road, Redwood City, Calif. 


GN-NP Merger 
Reported Close 


Consolidation agreement be- 
tween Great Northern and Nor- 
thern Pacific railroads is ‘‘getting 
close.” 

Quoting “one authoritative 
source,” just about everything has 
been settled except precise terms 
of the exchange of stock. 

Such a merger would bring 
about one rail system with the 
greatest number of miles of track- _ 
age of any railroad operation in 
the United States. 

The combined trackage would 
include 26,684 miles connecting 
such far-flung terminals as Se- 
attle, Chicago and Galveston 
and would include such roads as 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quin- 
cy; Spokane, Portland & Seattle; 
Fort Worth & Denver; and Col- 
orado & Southern, which are con- 
trolled by the Northern Pacific 


and Great Northern. 


Editor’s Notes 


The MILWAUKEE ELECTRI- 
FICATION book is making pro- 
gress, but the July 1 deadline has 
expired. We now hope to have it 
by the end of August. 

Up-coming issues include arti- 
cles on the Yreka Western, Phoen- 
ix street railway, and locomotive 
builders of San Francisco. Pro- 
jects underway include Eureka 
Street Railway, Pacific Lumber 
Company, Pacific Coast Railway, 
and Santa Cruz street railways. 
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FRESNO TRACTION 


By STEVE RENOVICH 


The City of Fresno was incor- 
porated in 1885 and the second 
year after incorporation, 1887, was 
the greatest boom year 
history of the city. It was in 
that year that the first street 
railway franchises were also 
granted. On March 21, 1887, the 
city granted a franchise to George 
L. Bradley et al for a horse car 
line from H Street via Mariposa 
Street, K Street, and Tulare 
Street to the east city limits. The 
purpose of the street railroad was 
chiefly the promotion of real es- 
tate sales on the east end of the 
city and construction was con- 
siderably delayed. The time al- 
lowed for construction by the 
franchise was extended by Ordin- 
ance 56, passed on June 20, 1887. 
In 1888 construction was begun 
and the railroad was completed in 
January, 1889. This was the first 
horse car line in Fresno County 
and operation commenced Janu- 
ary 25, 1889. 

The rolling stock consisted of 
a one-man “bob-tailed” car built 
originally by Casebolt in San 
Francisco in 1874 for the City 
Railroad Co., and still bore signs 
“Woodward Gardens to Ferry.” 
This line was known as the Fres- 
no Street Railroad, and Ben Wil- 
liams, driving an old placid brown 
mule, held the franchise in be- 
half of the promoters for sev- 
eral years. It was the most ac- 
commodating line known, had a 
five cent round trip fare, and Ben 
would get groceries for the house- 
wives, mail letters at the post 
office at J and Mariposa Streets. 
stop anywhere for passengers and 
pick up mail for his patrons. This 


in the 
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line was later extended from H 
and Mariposa Streets via H Street, 
Tulare Street, F Street, Santa 
Clara Avenue, C Street, Elm Ave- 
nue to the south city limits and 
had a total length of 3% miles. 
Meanwhile the city had also 
granted a franchise on May 9, 
1887, to George E. McCullough, 
E. C. Mitchell, et al, for a horse 
railroad from H Street via Mari- 
posa Street, J Street, Tuolumne 
Street, O Street to the north city 
limits and specified that T rail 
be used and that the roadbed 
must be ballasted. The railroad 
was to be finished within six 
months of the date of the fran- 
chise. Use of tracks on Mariposa 
Street was to be joint with the 
Fresno Street Railroad and the 
time for construction was extend- 
ed by Ordinances No. 71, dated 
Oct. 31, 1887, and No. 100, dated 
May 7, 1888. Messrs. E. C. Win- 
chell, et al, organized the Fresno 
City, Belmont and Yosemite Rail- 
road Company, which was chart- 
ered as a California corporation 
in October, 1887, with an author- 
ized capital stock of $500,000. The 
road was constructed in 1888-89 
over the route designated in the 
franchise, extended beyond the 
city limits via Blackstone Avenue 
to Belmont Avenue, and a car 
house and stables constructed at 
the end of the line. A branch 
was also built on J Street from 
Tuolumne Street to the north city 
limits and franchise for this 
branch was granted by the city 
as No. 89 on March 5, 1888. The 
company acquired three new open 
horse cars built by the Stockton 
Combine Harvester & Agricul- 
tural Works, and three similar 
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cars from the same builder in 
1889. The cost of the railroad 
and equipment was $30,000, and 
it employed an average of six 
men and 18 horses. It was con- 
structed with 20-pound T steel 
and standard 4 ft. 8% in. 
gauge track. 


rail 
The first president 
C. Winchell, 


stockholder, and he was succeeded 
as president by T. C. White, one 
of the members of the original 
board of directors. After a few 
years the line was leased C. L. 
Walter, who was thereafter its 
general manager until the rail- 
road was purchased by the Fresno 
City Railway Company in 1901. 

A franchise was also granted 
by the city for 25 years to Thomas 
E. Hughes, et al, on Sept. 12, 1887, 
Ordinance No. 62, for a _ horse, 
steam, cable or electric railroad 
from the Southern Pacific depot 
via Tulare Street, I Street to the 
south city limits. Also from I 
Street via Ventura Avenue to the 
esat city limits. Thomas E. 
Hughes, et al, then organized the 
Fresno Railroad Company, incor- 
porated in California on April 1, 
1889, with an authorized capital 
stock of $200,000, and constructed 
a horse railroad along the streets 
described in in Ordinance No. 62 
and extended beyond via Ven- 
tura Avenue to the County Fair- 
grounds, at a cost of $24,000, using 
20-pound rail and standard gauge 
track. They purchased seven, 12- 
foot horse cars from the Sutter 
Street Railway in San Francisco 
which had been built by Casebolt 
in 1866-70, still bearing signs “To 
the Cliff House,” and “To the 
Ferries.” The railroad used an 
average of seven horses, had a 
total trackage of 4.52 miles, and 
was leased in the late nineties by 
William Sommers one of the ma- 
jor stockholders, until purchased 
by the Fresno Traction Company 
in 1903. 


was E. the major 
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FRESNO TRACTION COMPANY 

H. A. Voorman, S. N. Griffith, 
W. H. McKenzie, H. C. Tilden, 
and Klaus Kroeger organized the 
Fresno City Railway Company, 
incorporated in California on 
Sevtember 25, 1901, with a cap- 
ital stock of $500,000, and prior 
to this on May 16, 1901, received 
a franchise with a term of 50 years 
from the City of Fresno for an 
electric railroad. The Fresno 
City Railway Company soon pur- 
chased the Fresno City, Belmont 
and Yosemite Railroad Company 
and proceeded to replace the horse 
ear tracks with 61-pound T rail, 
and to rebuild six open horse cars 
into trailers with modernized 
trucks. Electric operation began 
in the spring of 1903 when elec- 
trical overhead had been installed 
and when the electric locomotive 
which had been ordered from 
J. G. Brill Company in 1902 was 
received. This company had con- 
structed 11.5 miles of track, in- 
cluding the Blackstone, Recrea- 
tion Park, and J (later Fulton) 
Street lines, when its stock was ~ 
purchased by the Fresno Traction 
Company and its properties leas- 
ed to that company on September 
21, 1903. 

The Fresno Traction Company 
was incorporated on September 
21, 1903, in California with an 
authorized capital stock of $5 
million by Henry E. Huntington 
and associates, with power to 
build five electric railroads, ag- 
gregating 196 miles, from Fresno 
to Selma, Trimmers Springs, Wa- 
wona, Central, and Washington 
Colonies. It purchased three sin- 
gle truck, Hammond built cars 
from the United Railroads of San 
Francisco to augment the eight 
Hammond built double track Cal- 
ifornia type cars that had been 
acquired from the Fresno City 
Railway Company, and built four 
miles of additional trackage in the 
first two years of its existence. In 
1906, following the San Francisco 
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earthquake, it purchased five ad- 
ditional California type cars from 
W.L. Holman & Co. In 1909, the 
Fresno Traction Company con- 
structed the F Street line via the 
Fresno Avenue subway under the 
railroad tracks, double tracked its 
lines on Tulare Street, Fresno, and 
J Streets, erected car barns and 
repair shops at the end of Tulare 
Street, and purchased 10 new dou- 
ble truck Paye cars from the 
American Car Company. 

In the fall of 1910 the stock of 
the company was purchased by 
the Southern Pacific Company. 
The company now announced that 
it was going to spend $200,000 for 
improvements including new car 
barns, double tracking the entire 
system, new street cars, and fur- 
ther extensions. As part of these 
improvements, much of the old 
rail was replaced with 75-pound 
rail, the Roeding Park branch 
was constructed in 1912 and op- 
ened for operation Sept. 9, 1912, 
and four longer Paye cars were 
purchased from the Jewett Car 
Company in 1912. On July 26, 
1913, the Fresno Traction Com- 
pany received a 50 year fran- 
chise for an extension to Fresno 
Beach and a branch to Biola 
from the County Board of Super- 
visors. Grading on the Biola 
Branch was begun on August 19, 
1913, and finished from Biola to 
Biola Jct. in October, 1913. This 
branch was never electrified, and 
was leased to the Southern Pa- 
cific Company on Dec. 1, 1913, 
and sold to that company Oct. 26, 
1936. The length of this branch 
was 8' miles. In November, 
1913, grading was commenced on 
the River line to Fresno Beach, 
and at the same time there was 
considerable public agitation for 
extensions to Arlington Heights 
and Calwa. In December, 1913, 
surveys were made for the Ar- 
lington Heights and Calwa exten- 
sions. Four stepless type cars 
were leased from the Southern 
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Pacific Company in 1913 for use 
on the proposed extensions, and 
thereafter most all new equip- 
ment was leased from the South- 
ern Pacific Company. 

During 1914, construction pro- 
ceeded on the River line, and a 
franchise along Wishon Avenue 
was granted by the city in March, 
1915. Franchises were also grant- 
ed for the Arlington Heights and 
West Fresno Avenue extensions, 
and these lines were also built 
during 1914. Right-of-way was 
acquired for a portion of the Cal- 
wa extension, but this line was 
never built. In the spring of 1915, 
the River line was finished, and 
cars were now run to the com- 
pany owned beach at Fresno 
Beach. The competition of the 
private automobile, and the out- 
break of World War I precluded 
any further extensions, and in- 
creased costs of operation caused 
the company to raise fares from 
five to six cents on Sept. 15, 1918. 

By 1920 there were 41.55 miles 
of track in operation, exclusive 
of sidings and yard tracks, and 
the company operated cars over 
the following six routes: 

Blackstone — From SP depot 
via Tulare, Fulton, Stanislaus, 
Blackstone to Olive Avenue. 

Recreation Park — From SP 
depot via Tulare, U Street, Hunt- 
ington Blvd., Barton Avenue, Ven- 
tura Avenue to Clovis Avenue. 

Arlington Heights — From SP 
depot via Tulare, Ist Street to 
Huntington Blvd. 

J Street & Wishon Avenue — 
From San Diego Street via J 
(Fulton) Street, Olive Street, 
Wishon Avenue, Forkner Avenue, 
private right-of-way to Fresno 
Beach. 

Roeding Park — From San 
Diego Street via J Street, Olive 
Street, private right-of-way 
through Roeding Park to Ceme- 
teries. 

West Fresno — From California 
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Avenue via Fresno to Belmont 
Avenue. 

F Street & Fresno Avenue — 
From California Avenue via F 
Street, Fresno Avenue to Belmont 
Avenue. 

Seventeen Birney cars were 
placed in service to be followed 
by two more brought down from 
Stockton in 1924, 


one-man street cars on the Fresno 


inaugurating 


Avenue lines. In 1923 an extension 
McKenzie Street 
from Fresno Avenue to 9th Street, 
the 
the defunct Fresno Interurban on 
Belmont to 
On Novem- 


was built on 


and abandoned trackage of 


Fresno Avenue from 
Olive was purchased. 
ber 1, 1923, West Fresno cars were 
McKenzie 
Street line and F Street cars were 
Olive 
on Fresno Avenue. The remaining 
the 


rerouted over’ the 


run out as far as Avenue 


six original cars of Fresno 


City Railway Company built by 
Hammond in 1903 were scrapped 
in 1926, after 12 new lightweight 


double truck cars built by St. 
Louis Car Company in 1925 had 
been placed in operation. A new 
extension to Pinedale was con- 
structed in 1925 to serve the plant 
of the Sugar Pine Lumber Com- 
pany, and this extension was 
placed in operation on August 1, 
1926. 

The Fresno Beach line was ab- 
andoned beyond Herndon Avenue 
in 1930 and after trackage from 
Tulare Street via U Street, and 
Huntington Blvd. to ist Street 
was removed the same year, the 
Blackstone line was extended 
over the Arlington Heights line 
to Huntington Blvd., and thence 
over the Recreation Park route 
to Sunnyside. The Arlington 
Hights and Recreation Park lines 
were abandoned as_ separate 
routes. In June, 1931, the Pine- 
dale extension was abandoned be- 
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yound Herndon Avenue, and in 
1932 all passenger service was 
abandoned on Wishon Avenue be- 
yond Fountain Way, and on the 
Sunnyside line, also known as 
Recreation Park line, beyond the 
County Fairgrounds. Freight op- 
the Sunnyside line 
Visalia 
Railroad Company in 
The Fresno City Railway 
was consolidated with 


erations on 


were transferred to the 
Electric 
1934. 
Company 
the Fresno Traction Company in 
1935. On March 20, 1939, the Sou- 


thern Pacific Company sold all 
its interest in the company to Pa- 
cific City Lines, Inc., and all street 
car operations were terminated on 
May 20, 1939. 

The following morning city of- 
ficials, merchants, and officers of 
the company gathered at the car 
barn for a last ride. The party 
clanged down First Street in car 
No. 90 for a trip to the end of the 
Wishon Avenue line and back, 
and so street car service ended in 
Fresno forever. For a time there- 
after, line car No. 29, was used 
by the WPA in dismantling the 
overhead, and after removing all 
the wire was marooned in the 
middle of a street, necessitating 
towing it with a truck. 

The Fresno Traction Company 
had substations at O and Platt 
Streets, on Blackstone Avenue 
near Webster Street, and at Hern- 
don and Forkner Avenues. The 
electrical equipment contained 
therein consisted of two General 
Electric, one Westinghouse, and 
one Allis-Chalmers motor gener- 
ator sets and step down trans- 
formers. Power was obtained 
from the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Co., later PG&E, at 1000 
volts, 60 cycle, 3 phase AC, and 
converted to 550 volts DC. The 
car barns and repair shops were 
located at 1st and Platt Streets. 
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FRESNO TRACTION California type car 31 back in the days of two-man opera- 
tions. From collection of Wilbur C. Whittaker. 

















FRESNO TRACTION “dragon” car 51 at the carbarn about 1934. From the collec- 
tion of Joe Jessie. 
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FRESNO TRACTION double truck birney 85 on the suburban line to Wishon 
at the SP crossing just north of town Feb. 25, 1939. 


ls ae I 


FRESNO TRACTION double truck birney 82 in a company photo prior to 1933 
when this car went to the Pacific Electric. 
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FRESNO TRACTION birney car 70 stopping for passengers on the Blackstone 
line Feb. 25, 1939. 


FRESNO TRACTION birney car 60 at Recreation Tract Feb. 25, 1939 
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FRESNO TRACTION line car 29 at the carbarn Feb. 25, 1939, converted from the 
California type car of the same number. 


FRESNO TRACTION work car 01, used for switching on the Sunnyside line, at 
the company shops Feb. 25, 1939. 
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SANTA FE steam engine 2447, 2-6-2, with a freight train on the former Fresno 
Interurban trackage about 1945, taken by Stanley Snook. 





FRESNO INTERURBAN Hall Scott motor No. 1 and passengers. From the col- 
lection of Stanley Snook. 
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FRESNO INTERURBAN 


By STEVE RENOVICH 


On April 1, 1914, the Fresno In- 
terurban Railway Company was 


incorporated in California for 50 
years by J. B. Rogers, T. M. Pat- 
erson, et al, with an authorized 
capital stock of $120,000 for the 
purpose pf building an electric 
interurban railway, 26 miles long, 
between Fresno and Clovis. In 
May, 1914, it was granted a fran- 
chise by the County Board of 
Supervisors for a line along Fres- 
no Avenue from the city limits to 
McKinley (then Mahoney) Ave- 
nue, and a city franchise from J 
Street via Merced Avenue, Val- 
eria Avenue, and Belmont Ave- 
nue. 


Mahoney Brothers was _ con- 


tracted to build the line and they 
accepted as payment capital stock 
at 80 per cent par value and bonds 
at 90 per cent par value. Surveys 


for the entire railroad were com- 
pleted early in May, 1914, and 
construction on the initial seg- 
ment was completed later the 
same month, and on June 1, 1914, 
passenger operations began from 
J Street in Fresno to McKinley 
Avenue using a Hall-Scott gaso- 
line motor car. Franchise was se- 
cured also on Woodward Avenue 
in Clovis in August, 1914, and 
construction was continued on a 
two-mile segment on _ private 
right-of-way along  Floradora 
Avenue. In October, 1914, the 
Fresno Interurban requested the 
city grant it a franchise for a 1% 
mile electric railroad from Fresno 
Avenue via McKinley, Blackstone, 
and Weldon to the Fresno State 
College. At this time operations 
were conducted under the man- 
agement of Mahoney Brothers, 
the contractor. The railroad along 
Floradora Avenue was completed 
as far as Barton Vineyards by 
December, 1914, and passenger op- 
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erations were extended over the 
new section the same month us- 
ing the Hall-Scott car. In March, 


1915, the Interurban was granted 
the franchise it had requested 
for the line to the state college, 
and construction was begun at 
once on this line, and ceased on 
the main line, while this line 
was being built. Electric over- 
head was also installed from J 
Street to the Fresno State College 
and a_é substation constructed. 
Power was purchased from the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Com- 
pany and the operating current 
was 550 volts DC, current con- 
version being made with a 100 
kw. General Electric motor-gen- 
erator set. This line to the Fresno 
State College was placed in oper- 
ation in 1916 using two interurban 
railway cars leased from the Pen- 
insular Railway in San Jose. 
Construction was now resumed 
again on the main line, and the 
Interurban was completed as far 
as Academy Road in August, 1916, 
and placed in operation to that 
point the same month using the 
Hall-Scott car. At this time op- 
erations were transferred from the 
contractor to the operating de- 
partment of the Interurban. 
The Hall-Scott car broke down 
in September, 1917, and the In- 
terurban asked the Santa Fe 
Railway Company to lease it a 
steam locomotive. Since the In- 
terurban line had curves of 24 
degrees, the line could not be 
negotiated by a standard road 
engine or switcher. A small steam 
engine was located at Port Chi- 
cago and this engine was taken 
to Fresno and leased to the In- 
terurban in October, 1917, at the 
rate of $15 per day. This engine 
was used exclusively until June, 
1924, at which time the sharp 
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curvatures were lightened 
other engines could be used. 

Soon the Interurban ran 
financial difficulties and in De- 
cember, 1917, a complaint was 
filed by the Mercantile Trust 
Company of San Francisco to 
foreclose the trust deed covering 
all property. 

After legal and financial com- 
plications arose, the Interurban 
abandoned all passenger opera- 
tions in the fall of 1918 and for- 
feited its franchise in the City of 
Fresno. In December, 1918, the 
California Railroad Commission 
declared the Fresno Interurban 
bankrupt and a receiver was ap- 
pointed. In 1922, the Santa Fe 
Railway bought a controlling in- 
terest in the Interurban, and in 
March, 1926, it applied to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
to acquire the remaining out- 
standing stock and to take over 


and 


into 


operations of the line. The Santa 
Fe took over operation of the 
Interurban on May 15, 1926, and 
in 1927 the line was extended east- 
ward to Belmont Avenue station, 


the present terminus, and a new 
connecting track also built with 
the Santa Fe main line. The line 
to the state college had been ab- 
andoned prior to 1922 even for 
freight purposes. On August 1, 
1927, an agreement was signed 
with the Southern Pacific allow- 
ing said railroad joint use of the 
Interurban on a rental basis as 
long as the Santa Fe leased the 
Interurban. Connections were 
made at Barton Vineyards and 
at the junction with the South- 
ern Pacific Clovis branch. This 
joint use has continued to the 
present day, and the Interurban 
today is essentially a freight 
branch of the Santa Fe. 





ROSTER OF FRESNO INTERURBAN 


102-103 Interurban Cars 


St. Louis, 1909 


Leased from Peninsular Railway from 1916 to 1918; 43 ft. 12 in. 


long, 9 ft. 2 in. wide, 


height 12 ft. 2 in., weight 59,600 lbs., 48 


seats, four W 306A motors, W 264 D2 controls, W AMM brakes, 


A2sB trucks; to Pacific 


Caboose 


0-6-0 Steam Locomotive 


Electric 1918, Nos. 466-467 


Leased from AT&SF, 1925 
New York Loco. Wks., 1889 


Leased from Santa Fe in 1917. Builders No. 427, 17x24 in. cylin- 
ders, 48 in. drivers, 150 lbs. boiler pressure, 18,400 tractive force, 
total weight 81,800 lbs., originally Atlantic & Pacific No. 97, then 
Santa Fe Pacific 97, then Santa Fe 0210, then Santa Fe 2157 


Gasoline Motor Car Hall-Scott, 1914 
100 horsepower gasoline motor, 14 in. cylinders, length 56 ft. 2 in., 
43 seats, M24A triple air brakes, wood car, steel underframe, 
weight 457,160 Ibs. 

1001-1006 California Type Cars 
Length 34 ft, Width 9 ft. 7 in., Motors four GE 1000, Trucks Peck- 
ham i4-B-3-S, K-12 controls, 30-in. wheels, 4 ft. wheelbase, 
rented from United Railroads of San Francisco, Nos. 1001, 1006 


Rented from URR 
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ROSTER OF FRESNO TRACTION COMPANY 


Box Motor Brill, 1903 


Length 30 ft., Width 8 ft., Motors four 50 h.p., Trucks Brill 27, 
Renumbered 01 (see below) 


California Type Double Truck Hammond, 1903 


Length 30 ft.. Motors two GE 58, Trucks McGuire 39A, K Con- 
troller, six retired 1926, two prior 


California Type Single Truck Hammond, 1896 
Length 28 ft., Width 11 ft. 8 in., Motors two OE 100, Trucks Brill 


Sin. 21, K Controller, 25 seats; acquired from United Railroads of 
San Francisco in 1904 


Open Type Trailer Stockton, 1888 
Open Type Trailer Stockton, 1888 


Originally open horse cars, rebuilt into trailers 1902-03; two trail- 
ers renumbered later “A” and “B,” others scrapped before 1920 


California Type Double Truck Holman, 1906 


Length 32 ft., Motors two GE 67, Trucks McGuire; rebuilt into 
Paye cars before 1920 


California Type Paye Double Truck American, 1909 
Length 37 ft. 2 in., Width 7 ft. 11 in., Motors two GE 219A, 
Trucks Brill 39E: Nos. 25, 26, 32, 34 became San Jose RR 164-167; 
27, 28. 30, 31, 33 retired 1933; 29 converted to line car and 
scrapped 1939 


California Type Paye Double Truck Jewett, 1912 
Length 42 ft. 8 in., Width 7 ft. 1012 in., Height 11 ft. 6 in., Motors 
two GE 210D, Trucks Brill 27GE1, 40 seats; all sold to Peninsular 
Railway, became Nos. 70-73 


Stepless Type Double Truck Brill, 1913 
Length 44 ft., Width 8 ft. 112 in., Height 9 ft., 7144 in., Motors two 
GE 210, Trucks Brill 62E1, 51 seats; scrapped 1932 


Birney St. Louis, 1920 
Length 28 ft., Width 8 ft., Height 9 ft. 10 in., Motors two W 508A, 
Trucks St. Louis, GE K63 controller, 32 seats; acquired from 
Stockton Electric 1924, formerly SE 59-60. 


Birney American, 1919 
Length 28 ft., Width 7 ft. 8 in., Height 10 ft. 2 in., Motors two 
GE 258C, Trucks Brill 79E, GE K10Q controller, 32 seats: Nos. 
61-66 transferred to Stockton Electric 1939, scrapped 1941 


Double Truck St. Louis, 1925 
Length 42 ft. 5 in., Width 8 ft. 612 in., Height 10 ft. 4 in., Motors 


four W 508A, Trucks Brill 77E1, GE K35 controller, 36 seats; 
Nos. 81-83 to Pacific Electric 1933, became 150-152, scrapped 1941; 
84-92 to Central California Traction 1939, scrapped 1946 


Box Motor (Formerly No. 1, see above) Scrapped 1939 
Service Car Retired 1938 
Work Car Retired 1933 


No Number — Bonding Car Retired 1929 
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CTC Completed Between 


Los Angeles and El] Paso 


The Southern 

Pacific com- 

pleted its CTC 

project be- 

tween Los An- 

geles and El 

Paso on May 17 

with all trains 

on the 810 mile route either on 

CTC or double track all the way. 

A speed up of two hours of mani- 

fest and scheduled trains was 

expected under the new system. 

Last link was signaling of dou- 

ble track between Dome and 

Wellton, Arizona, for two-way 

operation on both tracks. Dis- 

patchers at Tucson will control 

all movements between Yuma and 
El Paso. 


New Home For EP&SW No. 1 

El Paso & Southwestern engine 
Number 1, on display in the park 
near the SP Building in El Paso 
since 1909, has been moved to the 
campus of the Texas Western Col- 
lege about a mile distant. It is a 
4-4-0 built in 1857 by Breese & 
Kneeland for the Milwaukee & 
Prairie du Chien as No. 73. It was 
purchased by the Arizona & 
Southeastern (later EP&SW) and 
made its first trip into Bisbee in 
May, 1888. 


Short-Line Annual 

The 1959-60 edition of William 
S. Young’s Short-Line Guide lists 
all U.S. and Canadian railroads 
of less than 200 miles with infor- 


mation as to location, mileage, 
motive power and _ ownership. 
New additions to the listings are 
information as to major traffic 
and brief notes as to maojr 1959 
news events and status of steam 
power. It runs 24 pages 8%x11 
offset on heavy coated stock. It 
is just one dollar from William S. 
Young, Box 158, Susquehanna, 
Pennsylvania. 
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SP Notes 


The SP has offered for bid some 
30 passenger cars for scrap or re- 
use. Not included were the 16 ex- 
commute coaches at Bayshore be- 
ing held for a Mexican railroad. 
R&LHS and Cal-Nevada entered 
bids for cars, but no report has 
been received. 

The SP has asked for a $2 com- 
mute fare raise on the peninsula 
claiming a $800,000 per year loss. 
The new rates include one-way 
and round trip raises which some 
fear will all but kill off-peak rid- 
ing. 

SP Pacific type 2467 was re- 
cently painted up for display in 
an Oakland park at the entrance 
to Posey Tube. Also to be includ- 
ed in the park will by SP business 
car “Western,” a WP baggage car 
and a WP coach. Thre SP steam 
locomotives still await promised 
donations. The 1221 at Bayshore 
is promised to Deming, New Mex- 
ico, the 2706 at Bayshore promis- 
ed to Watsonville, and the 1298 
at Oakland promised to Santa 
Cruz. The 4503 and 4509 are at 
the scrap dock at Bayshore as 
the start of a program to resume 
scrapping. 

The Del Monte has suffered a 
30 per cent drop in patronage on 
the 6:25 p.m. southbound schedule 
inaugurated a year ago. Reports 
are that it may be returned to its 
4:00 p.m. schedule. This train still 
suffers from a “false’’ bus con- 
nection between Castroville and 
Salinas. 


SP Asks End of Senator 


The Southern Pacific on July 
15 filed application before the 
California PUC for permission to 
discontinue the last local train 
between Sacramento and Oakland, 
the famed “Senator.” 
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The Bay Area Rapid Transit 
engineers will recommend con- 
struction of a 19,000 foot tunnel 
through San Francisco’s San Mi- 
guel Hills, southeast of Twin 
Peaks, as the connecting link for 
the peninsula route. 

The tunnel would start at Mar- 
ket and Guerro Streets and sur- 
face at Ocean Avenue and the 
Southern Freeway, following the 
median strip of the freeway from 
there to the San Mateo county 
line. 

This method of routing prob- 
ably would save an _ estimated 
$3,500,000 over the previous plan 
which called for a subway on Mis- 
sion Street to Alemany Blvd. and 
then an elevated stretch from 
there to Ocean Avenue. 

The earlier recommendation 
had been for the route on the 
Mission - Alemany “corridor,” 
but the subway - elevated con- 
struction had been included only 
for purposes of estimating the 
cost of the overall five-county 
$916,000,000 rapid transit system. 


WESTERN PACIFIC DIESEL 
SHOP PLAN CHANGE 
The Western Pacific 
WESEERN has announced it will 
Waid build its diesel main- 
lis tenance facilities at 
Stockton instead of the 
previously announced site at Oro- 
ville. The move was decided on 
the basis that diesels would be 
operating out of the Stockton ter- 
minal rather than originating at 
Oroville. Oroville city fathers are 
not at all happy. 
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RAILWAY AGE REPORTS 


The GREAT NORTHERN has 
ordered equipment from General 
Railway Signal for CTC between 
Bainville and Didson, Mont., 200 
miles. 

The McCLOUD RIVER RAIL- 
ROAD is completing a $25,000 of- 
fice-station building at Burney. 

The NORTHERN PACIFIC has 
ordered CTC equipment from 
General Railway Signal for 100 
miles of line between Laurel and 
Livingston, Mont. 

The SANTA FE started laying 
rails on the 44-mile mainline re- 
location in Arizona on July 10. 
Quarter-mile lengths of welded 
rail will be laid by skilled Navajo 
Indian track workers starting at 
a point near Williams. 

PACIFIC FRUIT EXPRESS is 
turning out new mechanical re- 
frigerator cars at the PFE shops 
at Los Angeles at the rate of five 
per day on its current program 
of 1000 50-ft. all-purpose cars de- 
signed for refrigerator use east- 
bound and merchandise west- 
bound. 

GREAT NORTHERN plans to 
install radio in the eight-mile 
long Cascade Tunnel. The project 
will require 36 wayside stations 
1200 feet apart as the tunnel re- 
stricts transmission. 


Colusa Line Ended 


Service on the outer eight miles 


of the Sacramento Northern’s 
Colusa branch ended July 20. The 
line was cut back to Meridian to 
eliminate the drawbridge across 
the Sacramento River which need- 
ed repairs which the amount of 
business did not justify. 

The line was originally elec- 
trically operated, but with the 
end of passenger service in 1940 
the line was converted to diesel 
operations shortly afterwards. 
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SAN DIEGO TO CALICO 


On Sunday, 

UNION October 30 the 

PACIFIC Railway Histori- 

| cal Society of 

(| San Diego will 

run an excursion 

to Calico via Un- 

ion Pacific. Buses will leave San 

Diego at 7:00 a.m. for trainside 

connection at Riverside at 10:30 

a.m. for a Union Pacific special 

to Yermo. At Yermo a short bus 

trip will bring passengers to the 

restored “Mining Town” of Cali- 

co. The group will spend three 

hours at Calico before the return 

trip is made. Information and 

tickets from the Railway Histori- 

cal Society of San Diego, P.O. Box 
9351, San Diego 9, California. 


ODDS AND ENDS 


The Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Transit has re-upholstered inter- 
urban car 1528 on the Long Beach 
run with green plastic covering 
and painted the floor — no word 
on a general plan to do the other 
cars. Petaluma & Santa Rosa ca- 
boose number 1 is now at San 
Carlos as an office building for a 
used car lot. Richmond - San Ra- 
fael ferry Klamath is now at San 
Carlos near the airport being fix- 
ed up as a restaurant. Former Cat- 
alina Island steamer Avalon burn- 
ed a mile and a half off Long 
Beach July 18 while awaiting 
scrapping. It was retired in 1951 
after 30 years in the Long Beach- 
Catalina Island run, connecting 
with Pacific Electric steamer 
trains at Long Beach harbor for 
the run to Los Angeles. 

California Western motor M-80 
is back in service overhauled and 
freshly painted. 

The Northwestern Pacific was 
subject to official inspection June 
7-9 with a special train of diesel 
5324 and official cars Sierra Nev- 
ada, Del Monte, and Stanford. 
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SIX SP TRAINS DROPPED 


The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission on July 28 authorized the 
SP to drop six daily intra-state 
passenger trains, whose discontin- 
uance the California Public Utili- 
ties Commission had previously 
refused to sanction. They are the 
West Coasts, operating between 
Los Angeles and Sacramento: the 
El Dorados, operating between 
Oakland and Sacramento; and 
trains 155 and 156, operating be- 
tween San Francisco and San 
Jose. 


The California commission op- 
posed the railroad’s proposal be- 
fore the ICC, contending its loss 
figures were overstated. However, 
the federal commission said the 
trains were incurring deficits and 
that other transportation service 
between the points involved were 
sufficient to meet the needs of the 
public. 


The West Coast trains leave 
Sacramento at 7:15 p.m. and Los 
Angeles at 6:25 p.m., arriving at 
destination at 7:10 a.m. and 7:00 
a.m., and serving 19 intermediate 
points. 

The El Dorado trains leave Sac- 
ramento at 6:20 am. and Oakland 
at 4:30 p.m., completing the run 
at 8:05 a.m. and 6:55 p.m. They 
serve six intermediate points. 

Trains 155 and 156 leave San 
Jose at 7:05 p.m. and San Fran- 
cisco at 10:20 p.m., completing 
their runs at 8:45 p.m. and 11:45 
p.m. They serve 20 intermediate 
points. 

The company said it would con- 
tinue to operate train 155 between 
San Jose and San Francisco on 
Sundays and holidays. 


CORRECTION 

The Antelope & Western nar- 
row gauge museum at Roseville 
will NOT operate every Sunday, 
but will run Aug. 14, Sept. 4, 5, 
and April 23, 1961. Visitors wel- 
come on these dates. 
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